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THE INDIAN GENERAL SERVICE

MEDAL 1854 -1895   “UMBEYLA”

This medal with the clasp “UMBEYLA” was

awarded for the operations on The North

West Frontier of India between October 20th

and December 23rd  1863. These operations

were conducted against the Hindustani tribes

in Sittana and their village of Malka.The

Euzofzai Field Force commanded by Brigadier

General Sir Neville Chamberlain entered the

Umbeyla Pass and Chamia Valley, where it met

opposition beyond its powers to subdue.

Reinforcements were dribbled out to it until

November, during which month the Commander

was seriously wounded when leading a counter

attack against the famous Crag Picquet. Eventually

the Commander-in-Chief Sir Hugo Rose decided to

send further reinforcements and appointed Major

General Garvock to succeed Chamberlain. The troops

were organised into two brigades which drove the

Hindustanis out of the valley, and then a small party

under Colonel Reynell-Taylor with an escort of Guides

went forward and burned Malka. In this expedition the

British suffered 900 casualties,and incidentally gained a

good deal of knowledge in carrying out this sort of

warfare against stubborn hill fighters. When things were

not going so well the C.-in-C. sent Major Frederick

Roberts, R.A. later Field Marshal Lord Roberts of

Kandahar into the district to make an appreciation of

the situation, which he did with that accuracy and

charm that signalised his career to come
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The Indian Mutiny broke out at Meerut on May
10th, 1857, and as soon as the news reached
England, reinforcements including the 1st
Battalion The Royal Fusiliers, were hurried
out. This was the first appearance of the
Regiment in India, but by the time it had
arrived the worst of the rebellion was over.

THE INDIAN MUTINY &
FRONTIER CAMPAIGNS (1857-1880)

The final stage of the war was
fought in central India, and
after fighting of intense
savagery, the rebellion was
finally crushed at the end of
1859. The Fusiliers saw little
of this action however, having
been sent to occupy the
Punjab, where it was
imperative that British troops
should be maintained to
ensure that the population
remained passive. 

Although the Fusiliers
suffered badly from cholera at
times, their stay in India was
characterised by long
stretches of peaceful inactivity punctuated by short, intense periods of
campaigning. One officer described a typical Indian day:

‘Early parade - breakfast - Orderly
Room and a visit to the company,
where we hang about until the
C.O. has gone home - lunch -
sleep until 4pm, then polo or
tennis - and sunset drinks at the
Club till we return to the mess for
dinner.’

In an atmosphere of peaceful
inactivity the occasional campaign
came as a pleasant relief, and 
there were frequent, local clashes
along the Northwest Frontier, 
such as that at Umbeyla in 1863,
in which the Fusiliers successfully
took part.
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1st Battalion Royal Fusiliers,

Peshawar, India 1864

Colours presented to the 1st Battalion

Royal Fusiliers, July 1876

INDIA

New Delhi

THE EMPIRE

‘keep up
lads’

Umbeyla
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SERIOUS SQUABBLES

CANADA 1866 - 67

Between 31st May and 3rd  June 1866 Fenian Raiders, (formerly The Irish
National Militia), under the command of the self-styled Colonel John
O’Neill, crossed the Niagara River and defeated the Canadian Militia at
Ridgeway before withdrawing back into New York State. As a result more
than 20,000 Militia men were called out. The British Garrison in Canada
and the Maritime Provinces were put under arms, and in a state of alert,
and reinforcements were at once dispatched. The Battalion left Quebec
on 3rd June to take up duties in the field as a consequence of the Fenian
raids into Canada.  The Fenians having been subdued, the battalion
returned to Quebec on 19th June. 

The Battalion was given a rousing send off with no reports of bad behaviour and
no additions being claimed on the ration strength of the battalion.
It embarked for England on the 24th July on board HMT Belgian, having been
replaced by five companies of the 17th Regiment. The Battalion arrived at
Spithead on 8th August and on the 9th  disembarked for quarters in Fort Grange,
Rownen, Gomer, and Gosport.
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The Canada General

Service Medal was

approved by HM Queen

Victoria in 1899 and

issued by the Canadian

Government some thirty

years after the

campaign. lt was issued

to all surviving

claimants, although it

was felt by some who

had seen the privations

of The Crimean War to

be worthless. The medal

roll may reflect this

apathy, as it is known to

be incomplete. The time

lapse did nothing to

improve the status of the

medal.

Canada 1866, Field Force Camp at St.Amand
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The local weekly newspaper

welcomed The Royal

Fusiliers, but went to great

lengths to point out that:

“The girls of these
parts are all
engaged, and the
redcoats are
expected to take
due notice, and
behave
accordingly !“
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Brantford, Canada, 1866 -

Royal Fusiliers on parade in the Town Square with Kirby House barracks and Town Hall 



AFGHANISTAN   1880

Sometimes local squabbles turned serious. Britain had long suspected that Russia had designs
on Afghanistan, and, via Afghanistan, on India itself, and consequently tried to impose a treaty
upon the Ameer of Afghanistan in 1878. This was rejected and then, after a British force had
entered the country, accepted; but shortly afterwards the British Envoy in Kabul, with his staff
and escort, were murdered. The British set out to avenge these deaths and in August 1880 the
Royal Fusiliers found themselves part of a garrison attempting to hold Kandahar against a large
Afghan force. The 2nd Battalion formed the backbone of the defence at Kandahar and greatly
distinguished itself. Although the position was dangerous and the fighting fierce, the siege
became known for many examples of individual heroism. Eventually the garrison was relieved
by General Roberts, after his famous march from Kabul, and the Afghans were finally defeated
at the Battle of Kandahar. Pte Thomas Ashford won his Victoria Cross in this action.

EGYPT   1882-86

On November 17th  1881 the 1st
Battalion. Royal Fusiliers moved by
rail from Pembroke Dock and
Newport to take up quarters at HM
Tower of London. On November
24th the battalion was inspected by
Major General G.W.Higginson, CB,
Commanding Home District. On
July 29th 1882 a portion of the 1st
Class Army Reserve was re-called in
consequence of an expedition being
sent to Egypt to suppress the
rebellion by Arabi Pasha against the
Khedive, and seventy reservists re-
joined the 1st Battalion at The Tower
of London. Lieut.Colonel F. Keyser,
who had been promoted to the 1st
Battalion. formed and
commanded a Corps of
Army Signallers, and
Major G. Barton a Corps
of Military Foot Police,
each serving with their
respective commands
throughout the coming
campaign. 

Early in December 1885 orders were received to prepare to move to Egypt to join the Army of
Occupation, and on 9th December Lady Adye, wife of The Governor General of Gibraltar,
presented new Colours to the battalion. The old Colours were returned to the Regimental
Depot at Hounslow.  The battalion broke camp at Abbasseyeh at the end of October and
returned to Cairo, then proceeded up the Nile to Assuan.The country being in a settled state,
the withdrawal of British troops from Upper Egypt commenced early in 1887, and on 25th
March the battalion proceeded down the Nile en-route for
Cairo.On the first night after leaving Assuan Colour Sgt.
Ernest Silliphant fell overboard whilst sleep-walking and
was drowned. His body being recovered and buried at
Assuan. On  December 7th the Mounted Infantry
section rejoined the battalion, and received
complimentary reports from Lieut. Colonel Barrow DSO,
commanding the Mounted Infantry troops in Egypt.
Early in January 1888 the battalion left Cairo for Suez
where it embarked on board HMS Euphrates for Bombay.
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A Guard of Royal Fusiliers on inspection in front of General Gordon’s palace at Khartoum

The Afghan War Medal

with  Kandahar bar

A Glengarry

The Khartoum trumpet


